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Sat. July 1 Prayer Shawl Ministry Knitters 10:00AM– Noon Harris’ Home 

Tue. July 4 Independence Day—Office & Preschool Closed  

Wed. July 5 Table Games 3:00—4:30 PM Harris House 

Fri. July 7 M3 Luncheon Noon Landis Home 

Sat. July 8 Preachin’ in the Park 5:00—6:00 PM Amphitheatre 

Fri. July 14 Seussical Opening night 7:00 PM Theatre 

Tue. July 18 Agape & Session Dinner 6:30 PM Theatre 

Wed. July 19 Table Games 3:00—4:30 PM Harris House 

Mon. July 24 Music at Dusk 6:30 PM Amphitheate 

Upcoming Events 

 

Music at Dusk 
Mondays, 6:30 
Amphitheatre 

 
7/24 Billy Hawkins 
7/31 Peter Sprague 
8/07 Ginger Cowgirl 
8/14 Fred Benedetti 
 
Bring your picnic dinner 
along with your favorite 
beverage, then dine to great 
music!   

Westminster 
Presbyterian 
Church’s Van-
guard Ministry 
is pleased to 
present Seus-

sical for the 2017 summer musi-
cal. 
  Performances will run July 14-
30, Thursdays through Sundays. 
  Tickets on sale now.  Plan a 
group of 10 or more and receive 
a discount! 

August 
News Deadline: 
Friday, July 14TH 

Back 2 School Drive 
4 MOM 

July & August 
 

During July and August Westmin-
ster will have a basket in the Nar-
thex for donations of Back to 
School supplies for 
San Diego Military 
Outreach Ministries.  
Check with Fred Ges-
tra for more infor-
mation. 
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www.westminstersd.org 
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Every Week 
Adult Seminar 
  Sunday 8:45 AM  

Worship Services 
  Sunday 10 AM 
  Wednesday 6:30 PM 

July 2 Independence-For What? Isaiah 49:13-18; Romans 8:26-28, 31-39 

July 9 Apocalypse Daniel 2:28-30, 44-45; Revelation 1:1-8 

July 16 Someone’s Knocking Daniel 10:1-9; Revelation 2-3 

July 23 Lord and Lamb Daniel 7:1-18; Revelation 4-5 

July 30 Here Come the Horses Zechariah 1:7-17; Revelation 6 

Worship In July 

July Birthdays 

Every Thursday 
Morning Prayer 
7:30 AM LOBBY 

 

Ask and keep asking.  Seek and 
keep seeking.  Knock and keep 
knocking.  God, our father, hears 
our prayers and responds. 

Join our Morning Prayer 
Team for a 2017 life change! 

Making All 
Things New 

Have you visited the church li-
brary and discovered the new, 
easy slide doors?   Elder Don 
Evans along with Fred Gestra 
arranged for this upgrade.  They 
made this change so that you 
can enter and leave directly 
through the sliding glass doors  
without walking around through 
the Preschool.  The new sliding 
doors have a lock!  If you have 
the old library key that requires 
going through the preschool 
please turn it in to the church 
office!  Thank you Don & Fred! 

Jane Hopf 2 

Katie Anderson 4 

Jane Heath 7 

Kim Gestra 10 

Allison Stegall 10 

Joyce Wakefield 16 

Mid Lyerla 17 

David Pearson 18 

Nancy Howard 18 

Don Faust 20 

Peggy Johnston 27 

Calvin Schmid 27 

David Brauner is providing a musical path to a new sound system!  
Support  a new sound system for Westminster Sanctuary.  Purchase 
David Brauner’s new release, No Man’s Land and your $10 will be 
donated to this project.  Enjoy the power of God through music. 

 

God’s creation is awesome!   
We were guests aboard my brother’s boat in the British Virgin Islands. We were 
instantly enveloped by God’s marvelous creation.  The wind (ruach – Hebrew; 
pneuma – Greek) filled our sails to move us through the beauty of verdant is-
lands sleeping in azure blue water.  All of our senses were engaged at once:  
the sun and breeze on our skin, the salt on our lips, the lapping of the waves 
against the hull, the sweet smell of the tropics, the fellowship with people I 
love, and the beauty of it all – at times it was overwhelming.  More than once I 
broke into “Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee…How Great thou Art!”  
And that was just during the day.  At night, we experienced a full moon and an 
unfathomable number of stars. I had a Psalm 8 experience. “When I consider 
your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have 
set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him?”  
 

Every action has a reaction. 
Some of the rules of nature that God set in motion “in the beginning” are critical 
to observe.  Rules like gravity (I fell off the dock a couple of times), inertia 
(there are no brakes on a boat), and leverage (you can only pull a line one way 
on a winch, and leverage is critical) are always in play, but consequences of non
-observance of these laws are more readily apparent on a boat.  Bruised egos 
and arms have a way of heightening one’s senses. 
Rules of etiquette are just as critical.  We flinched more than once when we 
heard other visitors treat our island hosts with disrespect.  Common words like 
please, thank you, have a good day -- these words show respect.  Although we 
do not observe “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you” (Luke 
6:31) to get better service, we noticed that being nice makes everyone nicer 
and the experience more rich. 
 

“Getting away” is necessary. 
The Bible says, “Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” (Luke 5:16 
NIV).  Keeping Sabbath is not just a suggestion, it is a commandment.  It brings 
balance to life and breaks the cycle of busy-ness so that one can renew oneself.  
“Withdrawing to lonely places” steps Sabbath up a notch.  Going away removed 
me from the distractions that can creep in on a day off.   There are always 
things in our homes or our workplaces that demand our attention.  Withdrawing 
from those places removes the obstacles to our rest and renewal.  Mitch and I 
were on a boat and had no “Breaking News” to watch and a limited cell signal.   
The result was that our minds became clearer.  Our breathing became deeper.  
The pinched eyebrows unpinched and tight shoulders relaxed. 
 

This summer, intentionally take some time to renew, to wonder at 
God’s handiwork, and to be nice to others. 

Pastor’s Message: Things I Learned 0n My Summer Vacation 

http://westminstersd.org/
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SESSION NOTES  

Session meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 PM in the  library.  All congregation 
members may attend but only current session 
members have voice and vote. 
 

Session met on June 20th – here are some 
of the highlights: 

We reflected on Psalm 19 as  a way to cen-
ter yourself on God’s will as you ask that the 
words of your mouth and the meditations of 
your heart are acceptable to God. 
 
Elder Bill Hodgkiss shared the draft of the 
Westminster mission study.  Thanks to the 
Pastor Nominating Committee, we were able 
to vote to accept the completed draft of the 
mission study, to approve the “Ministry In-
quiry Form” (MIF), and Pastor Deb’s terms 
for the extension of her contract to the end 
of the year.   Tom Wickstrom from COM was 
a guest at Session and was positive about 
what has been accomplished thus far. 
 
There was a spirited discussion about the 
plans to widen the driveway and resurface 
the parking lot.  Potholes and exposed rebar 
on the concrete stops in the parking lot 
seem like an accident waiting to happen.  A 
preschool family, concerned about the un-
safe driveway, “gifted” us $2500.  Although 
we are facing unknown expenses with a call 
for a new pastor and staff, the consensus 
was to move forward with the plans as a 
“Wishlist” priority.  The stewardship commit-
tee will be meeting soon to reprioritize the 
list. 
 
Our financials are solid (we are well in the 
black and under budget!) and can afford to 
move forward with the driveway without dip-
ping into the money market account.  
 
We will have a fundraiser mid August in the 
Park, not as a Music at Dusk concert, but as 
an Outreach event.  Events chair Marilyn 
Thoman will organize a Harris House “Snack 
Shack” to sell hot dogs, etc., before 
“Preachin’ in the Park” and other events in 
the park. 

Silly, Musical, Dancing, Fantasy! 
Westminster presents 2017 Summer Musical 

 

Vanguard Productions, a ministry of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
is pleased to present 
 

Showing July 14, 15, 16, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 27, 28, 29, 30, 2017 
Thursday – Saturday at 7:00, 
Sunday at 2:00 
 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Theatre; 
3598 Talbot Street in Point Loma, 
92106 
Box Office: 619-224-6263. 

 

Purchase tickets online at: 
www.facebook.com/vanguardtheater 

and www.vanguardsd.org 

Making A difference ~ Don Evans 
Don is a member of the Vanguard Board and an Elder on Westminster’s 
Session.  His area of responsibility is Facilities.  By day, Don is a Principal 
Technical Engineer at Solar Turbines and enjoys hiking in our local moun-
tains, playing golf and riding near the water. 

Don, currently “Horton” in our summer Seussical production, 
tells us, “I played Horton 13 years ago and this time around I 
understand the feelings and intent of Horton so much better. 
Horton is a big, loveable elephant with a huge heart, is very 
kind and puts the needs of other's first.  He doesn't like injus-
tice and neither do I.  Adults will find this musical valuable 
because it portrays all people and 'creatures' as equally im-
portant. It models the true thoughts of a child's mind and de-
sire (Oh the thinks you can think) and really focuses on the fact that 'A 
person's a person no matter how small’.“  Don is excited to be amongst 
family at Vanguard Theatre which he considers his theatre home, having 
previously performed in Company (Harry), Guys and Dolls (Sky Master-
son), Meet Me in St. Louis (Mr. Smith), Oklahoma (Jud Fry), Damn Yan-

kees (Applegate) to name a few. Don has 
also performed at Lyric Opera, Welk Resort, 
Broadway Theatre and OnStage Productions 
and participated in several other productions 
locally. 

Don also shared; “As an Elder I want to fo-
cus on the needs of the church and its peo-
ple.  I want to help unite people by garner-
ing opinions, listening, and making sound 
decisions to maintain the history of West-
minster Presbyterian as well as foster 
change and improvement to sustain the fu-
ture.  I truly believe the physical properties 
of the church must be maintained and im-

proved with integrity to foster a safe, inviting environment.  I believe 
members of Westminster can help by treating the facility and grounds 
with respect, notifying authorities if something is in need of repair and 
simply be 'open' to changes and improvements where necessary.  Our 
facilities are a beacon of the community and must be maintained. 

Volunteer for 
flowers  Sign up 

chart is in the the-
atre lobby! 
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1st SATURDAYS 
10-Noon 

At Mary Harris’s  home 
 

Westminster Prayer Shawl Knitters 
create shawls for those in need or 
who have a special celebration.  
You will find this to be a group of 
creative and friendly individuals.  
Many are talented teachers, so if 
you are eager to learn how to knit 
this is the perfect group! 
You are welcome to join.  Contact 
Joyce Wakefield for more infor-
mation, or call the church office. 

VENTURE GROUP DINNER 
Friday, July 28@ 5:30 PM 

Don & Tricia Worley 
456 San Elijo, 92106 

 

Theme: Picnic 
 

RSVP 619-225-1373 or 
dandtworley@att.net 

Contact Information 
Pastor, The Rev. Deb Mitchell 619-223-3193 

Events/Clerk, Marilyn Thoman 619-208-7872 

Dir. Music, Pam Monroe 619-216-8679 

Treasurer, Robyn Owens 619-223-1307 

Website, Shawn Sickler 619-223.3193 

Office, Suzanne Carlson 619-223-3193 

Vanguard, David Pearson 619-823-3873 

Vanguard Box Office 619-224-6263 

Christian Education, Sarah Robinson 619-223-3193 

Members, JoAnn Landis 619-223-3193 

Mission, Peace & Justice, P. Johnston 619-823-5427 

Ministry Support, Lesley Pearson 619-997-3873 

Worship, Becky Wieder 619-226-3193 

Building & Grounds, Don Evans 619-223-3193 

Stewardship, Jerry Monroe 619-216-8680 

Deacons, Bob Pozos 619-223-3193 

Park, Marcy Bergqvist 619-224-4727 

Personnel/Relationships, C. Berridge 619-226-6704 

Preschool, Deb Batchman 619-224-7403 

Westminster Presbyterian 
Preschool 

Summer Vacation 
June 25-July 1 

 
Summer Session begins 

Monday, July 3 
 

Closed Tuesday, July 4th 

PREACHIN’ IN THE PARK 
Huntington Amphitheatre  
Westminster Park 
 

Pastor Deb Mitchell will provide two 
summer evening worship services. 
Saturday, July 8th from 5:00 to 6:00 PM 
Saturday, August 19th from 5:00 to 6:00 PM  

M3    
Women of Westminster 

from the Mary, Martha and Miriam 
Circles are now combined and we 
call them  "The M3" Group.  This 
group will meet the home of JoAnn 
Landis at Noon on Friday, July 7th. 

Please RSVP: 619-224-4985 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays is 
Table Games  @ 3:00 PM 

Harris House 

With board games, all the players 
engage directly with each other. 
They watch each other’s reactions. 
They laugh and provoke and com-
ment. And when the right game is 
found, the age of the players hardly 
matters.  Contact Bob and Jackie 
Petersen for more information. 

Wed. July 5 & Wed. July 19 

2017 Music At Dusk 
 

Four Mondays July 24—August 1  6:30-8:00 PM 
Huntington Amphitheatre, 3598 Talbot Street, San Diego, CA  92106 

www.westminstersd.org     619-223-3193 
 

On four Mondays this summer, symphony-quality entertainment will be of-
fered in the Westminster Huntington Amphitheatre adjacent to the church.  
A gift from Westminster Presbyterian Church to the Point Loma Community. 
Bring the family and your friends, a blanket for sitting, a picnic dinner and 
something to drink while you enjoy delightful music in Westminster Park.  
Each concert begins at 6:30 and wraps up at 8:00 PM.  The 2017 lineup is: 
 

July  24:   Billy Hawkins and his High Society Band 
 

July 31:   Peter Sprague 
August 07:  Ginger Cowgirl, Stacy Antonel 
August 14   Fred Benedetti 

SUMMER TEACHING 
Pastor Deb Mitchell will teach 
Apocalypse, a study in the book of 
Revelations. You can participate in 
this study at our Sunday morning 
Adult Seminar or the Wednesday 
evening Alternative Worship. Both 
meet  in the library. 

Open House 
 

San Diego Military Outreach Minis-
tries is having an Open House at 
their Distribution Center on Thurs-
day, July 20, 2017 from 11:00 AM 
to 12:30 PM.  The address is 4426 
Harbinson Ave, La Mesa, CA  
91942.  Everyone from Westmin-
ster is invited to attend.  Free re-
freshments will be served.  Come 
to see how we operate on Distri-
bution Day.  Learn how SDMOMs 
is making a difference.  Come 
meet others who care about our 
mission. 


