
Fri. Dec 01 It’s A Wonderful life: A Live Radio Play 8:00 PM Theatre 

Sat. Dec 02 Prayer Shawl Ministry knitters 10 AM– Noon M. Harris’ Home 

Sat. Dec 02 It’s A Wonderful life: A Live Radio Play 8:00 PM Theatre 

Sun. Dec 03 Communion Sunday 10:00 AM  Sanctuary 

Sun. Dec 03 It’s A Wonderful life: A Live Radio Play 2:00 PM Theatre 

Wed. Dec 06 Table Games 3-4:30 PM Harris House 

Fri. Dec 08 It’s A Wonderful life: A Live Radio Play 8:00 PM Theatre 

Sat. Dec 09 It’s A Wonderful life: A Live Radio Play 8:00 PM Theatre 

Sun. Dec 10 It’s A Wonderful life: A Live Radio Play 2:00 PM Theatre 

Tue. Dec 12 Session 7:00 PM Library 

Sun. Dec 17 Congregational Meeting 11:15 Sanctuary 

Wed. Dec 20 Table Games 3-4:30 PM Harris House 

Sun. Dec 24 Christmas Carols, Brunch & Movie Clips 10 AM Theatre 

Sun. Dec 24 Lessons, Carols & Candles 7:00 PM Sanctuary  
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News Deadline: 

Friday December 8 TH 

It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play 
Tickets available now at:  http://vanguardsd.org/ 

Box Office:  619-224-6263 

Production runs December 1 –10 

Fridays & Saturdays at 8 PM 

Sundays at 2 PM 

Westminster Presbyterian Church, San Diego  
www.westminstersd.org 

Nonprofit Newsletter 
Published Monthly 

Westminster News 
December Volume 12 

Every Week 
Adult Seminar 
  Sunday 8:45 AM  

Worship Services 
  Sunday 10 AM 
  Wednesday 6:30 PM 

December 03 Hope Jeremiah 33:14-16; Luke 1:26-38 

December 10 Peace Zephaniah 3:14-20; Mark 13:24-37 

December 17 Joy Psalm 146:5-10; Luke 1:46-5 

December 24 Love Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-14 

Christmas Eve Lessons, Carols & Candles 7 PM Evening Worship Service 

Worship In December 

December Birthdays 

Phillis Davis 8 

Evette Scrimgeour 12 

Heather Stegall 14 

Chris Poulos 15 

Becky Wieder 15 

Bob Pozos 18 

Shirley Walkoe 21 

Beloved, 

It is Christmastime once again.  It’s the most wonderful time of the year!  We join 
the chorus of angels who have sung for thousands of years: “Glory to God in the 
highest and peace to His people on earth!” Or maybe we just hum quietly “Jingle 
Bell Rock” along with the grocery store muzak.  Whatever our tradition or instinct, 
we rejoice that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  God descended, took 
on human form, so that we could understand the divinity in all of us, and that we 
could comprehend the nearness of God. 

We have joked about this year being a year of God’s giant garage sale; they happen 
about every 500 years or so, and we are 500 years after the Reformation began 
(the last big garage sale).  This year from various sources, we have witnessed unbe-
lievable violence, incredible despair, and a general nastiness like never before.  It is 
frightening, disruptive and the opposite of the peace for which we yearn.  It is easy 
to wonder, “Why doesn’t God intervene in a dramatic fashion and solve all the 
world’s problems?”  

This is a question that has been asked since the beginning of time.  It is not an un-
faithful question to ask.  This question recognizes God’s sovereignty.   Remember, 
the saints in Revelation ask of God, “How long?” The Psalmist and the prophet Isai-
ah questioned when God would intervene.  One night, during one of His 500-year 
garage sales, He sent His only Son to be born as a human baby in the little town of 
Bethlehem.  Jesus was not born in a palace to royals.  He was not born with the red 
carpet extravagance of a Hollywood premier.  He was not born with media covering 
the event or armies and economies at his command. As a matter of fact (and faith), 
“He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
knew him not. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him.  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to be-
come children of God.”   

Well, Merry Christmas, that is pretty powerful stuff.  It makes sense that we ex-
change gifts because with Christmas, its a believer’s birthday, too.  We became part 
of the family. Christmas is not just Jesus’ birthday party, but all those who “believe 
in His name.”  Christmas is a yearly reminder to all of us that we are indwelt with 
God’s power to be God’s answer to this hurting world.  And that power has a name: 
Love.  Love came down at Christmas.  Through loving God our neighbors as we 
have been loved, through forgiving others as we have been forgiven, and by 
demonstrating the grace and understanding that we are blest to bless 
others, we are God’s dramatic intervention.  And the darkness will not 
overcome it.  So, family, shine brightly this Christmas.  Wishing you all 
love and happiness. 

Pastor’s Message: 

Support  
Westminster’s New  

Sound System

 

David Brauner is providing a 
musical path to a new sound 
system!  Support  a new sound 
system for Westminster Sanctu-
ary.  Purchase David Brauner’s 
new release, No Man’s Land 
and your $10 will be donated to 
this project. 

Enjoy the power of God through 
music as you also participate in 
bringing better sound to those 
attending Sunday worship and 
events in our sanctuary. 

http://westminstersd.org/
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SESSION NOTES  
Session meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM in the  library.  All congre-
gation members may attend but only current ses-
sion members have voice and vote. 
 

Session met on November 7th – here are 
some of the highlights: 
 We reflected on Psalm 100:  There is 

so much for which we are thankful. 
 Elder Bill shared the compensation 

package and information from the 
PNC regarding our transition to a new 
pastor.  Transition planning discussion 
took place. 

 Our financials are solid (we are well in 
the black and under budget). 

 Our new bookkeeper is Kari Shenk 
and she started her work in Novem-
ber. 

 Don Evans outlined the plans for the 
Vanguard Fundraiser.  Date is January 
20.  Tickets for the event will be $25.  
It will be a variety show provided by 
the talents of Vanguard.  Don Evans 
is also the new Artistic Director for 
Vanguard.  David Pearson will contin-
ue as the Vanguard liaison to Session. 

 Lesley Pearson and Becky Wieder 
each “graduate” from Session this 
year.  We plan to have a congrega-
tional meeting on December 17 to 
elect our new officers for 2018. 

 The office will be closed between 
Christmas and New Year’s Day.  Pas-
tor will be in Indiana, Fred has moved 
to Oregon and Suzanne will be on va-
cation so we will need a vacation cov-
erage plan. 

I have been member of WPC since 
1985. Our family has enjoyed participat-
ing in the Vanguard Productions. I was 
also a part of the Vanguard dancers. 

My other passion at Westminster has 
been serving as Elder for the Peace and 
Justice/Mission committees. I truly be-
lieve Mission in all its forms is the heart 
of the church. I am currently on the 
Pastor Nominating Committee which has 
been interesting, rewarding, and intro-
duced me to so many wonderful pastors 
nationwide.  I see a positive future for 
Westminster as we have so many dedi-
cated members.  We also have a great 

campus with many possibilities.  I helped get the Community garden start-
ed and served on the garden committee for several years. It was difficult 
gardening long distance from South Park so I sadly gave up my garden 
plot last year.  

Outside of Westminster, I volunteer one morning a week at Presbyterian 
Urban Ministries. The staff there is terrific, and it is gratifying to know we 
are helping people in need and being part of the Ministry of presence, as 
Deb has so well expressed it.   I also serve on the Committee on Ministry, 
which is a presbytery committee which helps churches and pastors going 
through difficult times. We also guide churches as they search for pastors, 
and accompany them as they face changes. 

I am still an employed musician with the San Diego Opera and enjoy 
stretching my solo muscles on Sunday mornings to the very kind audience 
of my church family. Playing the chimes before worship is a pleasure and 
helps center me for worship. 

Making A Difference ~ Peggy Johnston 

Westminster Presbyterian Church presents our Vanguard production of  

"It's A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play" 
 

Several of your favorite Vanguard performers bring this classic to the stage in the form of a 1940's broadcast. The 
message is poignant and hopeful; the show is sentimental and frequently hilari-
ous! Westminster Theatre is a wonderful way to launch your holiday season. 
 

The show runs December 1-10 (Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays); 
Friday & Saturday curtain time is 8:00 PM 
Sunday curtain time is 2:00 PM 
 

Box Office: 619-224-6263 
Westminster Theatre, 3598 Talbot St. 92106 
(located at the corner of Talbot and Canon Streets in Point Loma) 
Tickets on line: http://vanguardsd.org/  

Celebrate Christmas with us on Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24th 

10 am  Caroling and Brunch in the Theatre 

7pm  Lessons, Carols and Candles in the Sanctuary 

Westminster Presbyterian Preschool 
Tuesday & Wednesday, December 12 & 13, 6pm, Holiday Shows 

December 22—January 1 ~ Winter Holiday Break 
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Contact Information 

Pastor, The Rev. Deb Mitchell 619-223-3193 

Events/Clerk, Marilyn Thoman 619-208-7872 

Dir. Music, Pam Monroe 619-216-8679 

Treasurer, Kari Shenk 619-223-3193 

Website, Shawn Sickler 619-223.3193 

Office, Suzanne Carlson 619-223-3193 

Vanguard, David Pearson 619-823-3873 

Vanguard Box Office 619-224-6263 

Christian Education, Sarah Robinson 619-223-3193 

Members, JoAnn Landis 619-223-3193 

Mission, Peace & Justice, P. Johnston 619-823-5427 

Ministry Support, Lesley Pearson 619-997-3873 

Worship, Becky Wieder 619-226-3193 

Building & Grounds, Don Evans 619-223-3193 

Stewardship, Jerry Monroe 619-216-8680 

Park, Marcy Bergqvist 619-224-4727 

Personnel/Relationships, C. Berridge 619-226-6704 

Preschool, Deb Batchman 619-224-7403 

M3  
will meet for lunch, noon, 

Friday, December 14th at 
Humphrey’s on Shelter Island.  
RSVP Jane Hopf. 

Join this fun luncheon! 

Literature Class 
Thursdays 

9:30 to Noon, Library 
Winter Break December 21 & 28 7:30 AM LOBBY 

Every Thursday 
Morning Prayer 

Making All Things New 

Thanks to the leadership of Don 
Evans and helpers David Pearson, 
Linda Weber and Pastor Deb, we 
successfully cleaned out the stor-
age shed next to the dumpster, 
affectionately known as 'Fred's 
Shed’.  It was in disarray with mul-
tiple WELL-AGED items (tools, pipe 
fittings, trash items, etc.) thrown 
in and not well organized. We 
went through paint (much of it 
hardened in the can), accessories 
and treasures dating back to pre-
2007.  The usable paint has been 
segregated on shelves marked for 
'Vanguard' and 'Church'. We have 
made a space for our new adven-
tures in hardware and set con-
struction and we have an orga-
nized home for tools and supplies.  
All we desire now is a volunteer to 
maintain the new order! 

Westminster is pleased to announce that Rev. 
Megan Cochran will become our Pastor effective 
1 February 2018. 

Rev. Cochran comes from the land of hotdish 
and snow piles much taller than she commonly 
known as Minnesota. After graduating from 
Macalester College with a joint degree in 
Psychology and Religious Studies, she spent a 
year in Cameroon, Africa doing counseling with 
people living with HIV/AIDS. When she returned 
from Cameroon, she loaded up her car and 
drove to Chicago to begin the Master of Divinity 
program at McCormick Theological Seminary. 

After graduating from seminary, Megan began 
working at Lake View Presbyterian Church in Chicago.  While there, Megan 
led the Christian Nurture areas of the church: Sunday School and Bible 
studies for all ages, youth groups, young adult groups, and managed a 
daily senior citizen lunch program. She also taught art to preschoolers, co-
founded Creation Lab (an art studio where art and faith intersect), led 
worship weekly and participated in whatever other exciting stuff came up 

during the week. Social justice, creativity, 
finding God in the midst of this wild world, 
and building community are a few of her 
deepest passions. 

When Megan isn’t dreaming up artistic 
new ways to be the church, she is 
spending time with her curious daughter, 
Clarus, her wise husband, Alex, and her 
old, crabby dog, Pearl. Some of their 
family hobbies are reading books, having 
dance parties and exploring the world 
together. Once Clarus is asleep, you can 
usually find Megan knitting scarves, 
sewing stuff, or watching movies. Megan 

and her family are beyond thrilled to meet you all at Westminster and 
can’t wait to see the amazing things that God will do in this place! 

New Pastor, February 1, 2018 

Table Games  ~ Harris House. 
3-4:30 PM 

December 6th & 20th. 

Session meets Tuesday, 
December 12 at 7 PM  

in the library. 


