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Pastor’s Message:

This fall we have been reading Paul’s letters in
different seasons of his ministry to various
churches at various seasons in their lives together as communities of faith. Paul
sets a high priority on gratitude. In each of his epistles, it seems, he expresses
his thanks to God and exhorts the followers of Jesus to do likewise. Here’s a
handful of key thanksgiving passages from Paul:

Thankfulness is an essential part of the Christian life. For those who have experienced the grace of God, our response is to live our lives by gratitude. We defined grace (one of the solas) earlier this fall as undeserved merit, a gift. Grace
is truly amazing can take you places that hard work and concerted effort on
your part cannot. However undeserved, grace is not free and it is not cheap.
The response to grace is humble and thankful hearts.

Westminster Family Thanksgiving Feast
Saturday, November 11th
5:00 PM in Fellowship Hall
Marilyn Thoman is coordinating this event. Please contact her and let her
know what you will bring to the potluck. Turkey will be provided.
Contact Marilyn at: mthoman@mail.sdsu.edu
Wed. Nov 01

Table Games

3:00—4:30 PM

Harris House

Sat. Nov 04

Prayer Shawl Ministry knitters

10 AM—Noon

M. Harris’ Home

Fri. Nov 10

Veterans Day (Church Office & Preschool closed)

Closed

Closed

Sat. Nov 11

Family Thanksgiving Feast

5:00 PM

Fellowship Hall

Sun. Nov. 12

Guest Pastor

10:00 AM

Sanctuary

Sun. Nov 12

Congregational Meeting

11:00

Sanctuary

Sun. Nov 12

Alternative Christmas Faire

11:15 AM—1:00 PM

Courtyard

Tue. Nov 14

Session

7:00 PM

Theatre

Wed. Nov 15

Table Games

3:00-4:30 PM

Harris House

Thu. Nov 16

M Luncheon

Noon

Bay Club

Sun. Nov 19

Guest Preaching (Don Worley)

10: AM

Sanctuary

Thu. Nov 23

Thanksgiving (Church Office & Preschool

Closed Thursday

Closed Friday

Fri. Dec 01

Opening: It A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play

8:00 PM

Theatre

Sat. Dec 02

It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play

8:00 PM

Theatre
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Ephesians 5:18 “be filled with the Spirit…giving thanks to God the Father at
all times and for everything…”
Philippians 4:6 “do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”
Colossians 3:17 “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”
1Thessalonians 5:18 ”give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you.”
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This might sound trite, but we should celebrate Thanksgiving every day. Because every day of life is a gift. Colors, sounds, tastes, relationships – all gifts.
We order our lives around calendars and appointments and deadlines and we
mark our worth by accomplishments. Because of this, sometimes those Holy
moments, those “Thank You God” moments, pass by without acknowledgement
to giver of these gifts and/or the people with whom we share those moments.
We all need to remember that our time is not God’s time, and God does not
consider the accomplishments ...God considers the heart. And our hearts
should be filled with gratitude for the gift of time and the richness these moments bring to our lives. My Dad used to say, “I have only just a minute, but
eternity is in it.”
My father’s “grace” on Thanksgiving Day, was always an indisputable “Holy Moment.” He would wind himself up and use his lowest voice and shake the chandelier and the water glasses with his heartfelt annual prayer of gratitude. He
had a gift, my mom did too, of being fully present in the moment. And I pray
that we are all able to fully live into these moments of grace, or moments for
gratitude.
I wish I could thank each one of you for the Holy moments that we
have shared. Instead, I will use Paul’s words to say, “I thank my God
each time I think of you.” (Philippians 1:3). Happy Thanksgiving.

November Birthdays
Pat Shank

04

Amanda Trompas

09

Dori Jenks

09

Paula Schmid

10

Carol Berridge

11

Jerry Symanski

29

Kristin (Hoadley) Leddy

30

Erica Polson

30

EARLY MORNING
PRAYER TEAM
EVERY THURSDAY
7:30 AM, in the Lobby

Begin your morning with
a breath of fresh air
2018 Flower Chart

This is the call you have been
waiting for. The 2018 Flower
Chart is now in the lobby waiting, just for you! You can pencil
in your name on the date you
want to provide fresh flowers for
Sunday Morning worship!

Do It This Sunday!

Worship In November
November 5

The Communion of Saints

November 12

Guest Pastor

November 19

House of David (Don Worley)

Isaiah 11:1-2; Matthew 1:1-16

November 26

Christ the King

Psalm 100; Matthew 25:31-46

Isaiah 59:2; Ephesians 2:12-20
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Making A Difference
Bill & Paula Hodgkiss
Paula and Bill Hodgkiss are longtime members of Westminster.
Both have served as Elders and
currently are Deacons as well as
active on the Mission / Peace and
Justice Committee. Paula recently
took over some of the responsibilities of Westminster’s Treasurer
working with Deb and our interim
accountant. Bill is Westminster’s
representative to the San Diego
Presbytery meetings and serves as
Chair of our Pastor Nominating
Committee. For both, Westminster
provides an opportunity to be part
of a faith community helping to meet the needs of our own congregation
as well as the larger community through various mission projects and programs.
Paula and Bill were married at Westminster by Mikel Taxer in 1983 and
have lived just down the street from Westminster since the late-1980’s.
Their two daughters (Heather and Kirsten) now have their own families
and live relatively nearby in southern California (Heather in Winchester
and Kirsten in Carlsbad). Paula and Bill both work for the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, UC San Diego.

Alternative Christmas Faire
Sunday, November 12
11:15 ~ 1:00 in the Courtyard
Our Westminster Mission, Peace & Justice Committee is offering Westminster and our community this extraordinary opportunity to support
missions and do some interesting gift shopping. This Christmas consider
a non-traditional gift while helping communities and people become selfsufficient! A variety of local non-profit organizations will be on hand to
provide information, collect donations and sell items to benefit their programs. Enjoy free refreshments while shopping for gifts with a purpose
such as; international handicrafts, gift baskets, holiday cards, decorations, and more.
Participating Organizations include:
Genesis Diez Ministries
Women’s Empowerment International (WE)
The Tomorrow Project
Heifer International
Serve International
Friends of Los Ninos
San Diego Habitat for Humanity
Peace Resource Center of San Diego
San Diego Military Outreach Ministries
Presbyterian Urban Ministries.
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Table Games
@3:00 PM

1st & 3rd Wednesdays
in the Harris House
Next Gathering:
November 01 & 15
It’s official – Board Games are the new
coolest! Nick Meenachan, founder of
YouTube channel “Board Game Brawl”
says; “Without a doubt, we are I the

middle of the golden age of board
games.” It seems to be a widespread

board game revivalism. We see people
gathering together, setting up tables,
chairs, boards and pushing around little
bits of stationary plastic based on cards
or random numbers from a spinner!
There is something to be said about being at a table with friends, live and inperson. Join up, be cool, call now!
For more information contact
Bob and Jackie Petersen
619-223-1733

Women of Westminster
M3
Thursday, November 16th

SESSION NOTES
Session meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM in the library. All
congregation members may attend but only current session members have voice and
vote.

Session met on Tuesday, October 10 and work continued on bylaws and
standing rules. Don Evans reported that three dead trees were removed
from the property. Financials are strong and we continue to be under
budget and "in the black" despite expenditures for delayed maintenance. Bill Hodgkiss, chairperson of the Pastoral Search/Pastoral Nominating Committee shared the following report:
Since last spring, there has been quite a bit of activity in our search for a
new pastor. In late-April, the PNC had a meeting with the Congregation to
review the results of the Congregation survey as well as to discuss together our future. These results and discussions were incorporated into
our Mission Study and Ministry Information Form (MIF) that were approved by the Session in June and subsequently the Committee on Ministry of the Presbytery in July. Essentially, the MIF is our pastor job advertisement. It briefly describes the characteristics of our Congregation, our
priorities for the future, and the leadership qualities we seek in a new
pastor.
In mid-July, our MIF was posted on the PCUSA Church Leadership Connection web site that serves as a clearinghouse for church positions. In
response, the PNC has received to date 78 Personal Information Forms
(PIFs) that are the equivalent of resumes for pastor candidates. The PNC
evaluated each and decided on a group of the candidates to interview via
Skype. Since mid-September, we have been carrying out those interviews.
The prescribed process is for the PNC to carry out interviews with pastor
candidates confidentially. This includes any in-person interviews with
those on our short-list. At the conclusion of the process, the PNC will
bring to the Congregation a candidate we recommend as our next pastor.
The candidate will give a sermon (announced in advance) and immediately afterwards, a Congregation meeting is held to vote on the candidate.
We appreciate that this might seem a bit abrupt but ask for your continued confidence in our judgment as your PNC.
As a reminder, the PNC members are: Tom Haine, Peggy Johnston, Carol
Lowe, Bob Pozos, Becky Wieder, Avi Kaplan, and Bill Hodgkiss (Chair).

Pastor, The Rev. Deb Mitchell

619-223-3193

Events/Clerk, Marilyn Thoman

619-208-7872

Dir. Music, Pam Monroe

619-216-8679

Treasurer

619-223-3193

Website, Shawn Sickler

619-223.3193

Office, Suzanne Carlson

619-223-3193

Vanguard, David Pearson

619-823-3873

Vanguard Box Office

619-224-6263

Christian Education, Sarah Robinson

619-223-3193

Members, JoAnn Landis

619-223-3193

Mission, Peace & Justice, P. Johnston

619-823-5427

Ministry Support, Lesley Pearson

619-997-3873

Worship, Becky Wieder

619-226-3193

Building & Grounds, Don Evans

619-223-3193

Stewardship, Jerry Monroe

619-216-8680

Deacons

619-223-3193

Park, Marcy Bergqvist

619-224-4727

Personnel/Relationships, C. Berridge

619-226-6704

Preschool, Deb Batchman

619-224-7403

Need Christmas Toys
M.O.M. will be collecting toys for
infants through 12 yr. olds during
the month of November for our 5
Christmas Stores where military
families come to shop for their children during December. We will
have a basket in the narthex.

Literature Survey Course
Every Thursday,
9:30 AM to Noon (Free)
Westminster Library
This course provides an introduction to writing and literature with
an emphasis on original works
and exploring a variety of literature types and themes. The class
will strive to contribute to the
larger conversation of what is at
stake in literature and the worlds
we inhabit and imagine. This
class has been offered at Westminster for more than 40 years
and is a group of lively and creative individuals.

Westminster has combined the Miriam
Circle with the Mary, Martha Circle. We
now gather monthly as one group and
call ourselves M3.
The luncheon this month will be back
at the Bay Club on Shelter Island.
Come enjoy good company, visit with
friends, share a prayer and take in the
beautiful marina!
Wynette Traphagen is organizing this
event. RSVP to: 619-224-4355 so we
can welcome you.
Westminster News
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